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Launching International Society of Go Studies

25 years have passed since a Go Department was established in a four-year
university for the first time in history. For thousands of years, research on Go
has focused mainly on the development of Go techniques, but since the estab-
lishment of the department, the research has been widened and diversified to
cover various fields related to Go with a notable increase in published papers
and books. Much of this achievement has been made by the faculties and gradu-
ate students of the Department of Baduk Studies at Myongji University, Korea,
and backed up by the members of Korean Society for Baduk Studies (KSBS)
founded in 2003.

Just 20 years ago, KSBS elected Professor Lim Sungbin as the first Chair
and held an International Conference on Baduk (ICOB) in St. Petersburg,
Russia. Since 2004, KSBS has held more than one international conference and
published two academic journals every year. If the establishment of the Baduk
Department at Myongi University served as a potential to demonstrate that Go
can develop into one of the important academic subjects, KSBS provided re-
searchers with practical areas and opportunities in which they can study about
Go.

However, it was not easy to run KSBS only with the members from the
Baduk Department. The conference was halted in 2016 and all the activities
of KSBS were ceased after publishing the last journal in 2018. Since then, due
mainly to the pandemic, as everyone knows, the reconstruction of KSBS has
become a very remote possibility.

On top of that, at the end of last year, Myongji University came up with
an integration plan with Myongji College, which included the abolition of the
Baduk Department. Although the Ministry of Education has yet to approve it,



people who love Go, especially those who have studied Go, have been in shock
with a strong feeling of betrayal and frustration. A far more serious problem
is that this incident will further undermine the academic research fields related
to Go, hindering the expansion of the horizon of Go studies. Eventually, meth-
odological diversity will get weakened, which is expected to make the academic
growth of Go studies far less dynamic than in the past.

Behind this background, Go researchers who became alert to this situation
got motivated to gather and create a new organizaion, i.e. International Society
of Go Studies (ISGS). Actually, we have been considering rebuilding KSBS
which has been inactive for the past five years. However, upon facing the crisis
of the possible closing of the Baduk Department, we have been encouraged and
supported by the Go lovers around the world, which made us realize that Go
studies is not just for Korea, nor just for the Baduk Department at Myongji
University. This realization has led us to decide to establish ISGS which ob-
viously inherits many things from KSBS, but functions as a completely new
organization that can attract researchers from diverse countries worldwide.

Lim Sungbin, Jeong Soohyun, and Park Woosuk, who previously served as
Chairs of KSBS, as well as the executives and editors in the past, participated
in this project. Also, many people from International Go Federation, European
Go Federation, Go organizations from various countries, researchers and pro-
fessional players from around the world have joined our new venture. I would
like to deeply thank each and every one of these people, but what is more im-
portant than verbal greetings is to create together an environment where ISGS
can solidify its root and grow as a strong global research center that can lead
all the members to do research actively.

With the advent of ISGS, we hope that Go research will get diversified and
rejuvenated to cover a wide range of topics and fields, such as Go-related in-

dustries, especially media, education, entertainment, and the studies of the his-
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tory and culture of Go in each country and international exchanges, not to men-
tion the traditional studies of Go techniques, terms, and rating systems. In partic-
ular, we hope that research on Al-related fields, which has become one of the
hottest research topics in the Go community since the historic match between
Lee Sedol and AlphaGo, will also gain momentum through ISGS. In addition,
we want to become a hub for multi-disciplinary research where researchers from
various countries unite and work together at a global scale as the name
‘international’ signifies.

This first issue will be a very meaningful first step toward our goal. We have
been working on establishing the ISGS just for two months or so since the in-
tegration plan of Myongji University was announced. In such a short period,
quite frankly, we were not able to go through the in-depth process of recruiting
and reviewing papers properly as desired, but we did our best to publish our
first work to display a blueprint on which you can detect the direction ISGS
is headed to.

In the first issue, there are four papers under the theme of ‘Social functions
of Go.” Sun Yuan, Professional Go player and Professor at Shanghai
International Studies University wrote a paper that analyzed motivation of par-
ticipation in Go matches by amateur Go players. Jeong Soohyeon, Emeritus
Professor at the Baduk Department, Myongji University, wrote a paper about
the life lessons and wisdom learned from Go playing. The paper by Zhou Rui
and Nam Chihyung from Myongji University, dealt with the analysis of ques-
tioning-listening-feedback procedure in Go playing on the basis of discourse
characteristics of Go, the so-called Hand-talk. The other paper by Kim Donghan
and Professor Kim Jinhwan from Myongji University, reported a study on
Baduk education for people with disabilities.

There are two case studies under ‘research articles’. One is a paper by

Professor Daniela Trinks, titled ‘Go Development in the Middle East’. The other



is a paper by Li Chengyu and Kim Jinhwan from Myongji University, titled
‘The History of Chinese-Korean Baduk in Jilin Province.” There is a special
article contribution in memory of Kwon Kyung-eon, a giant figure in Baduk
history, who passed away last year. The article featured Paik Namkyu who was
the last Kooksoo during the Joseon period. This was written by Paik Youngki,
Professor Emeritus at Jeonbuk National University and Paik Namkyu’s nephew,
to testify for his late uncle. We deeply thank Professor Paik for allowing us
to publish his article in this issue. Special thanks go to Lee Chagbong, Professor
of English and Linguistics at The Catholic University of Korea, for his compre-
hensive review of Nam Chihyung’s The Society and Culture of Baduk.

So many international exchanges have been disrupted for the last three years
due to the pandemic. Most international tournaments are still being held online
and it will take some time for academic exchanges to become as lively as
before. The ISGS aims to publish the second issue, the product of full-fledged
activities this summer and to hold an international conference in October. I want
many of you to join our efforts to open up a new path toward a global scale

of Go research.

2023 Feb.
Nam Chihyung

President of International Society of Go Studies
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Influence Mechanism of Behavior Intention for

Amateur Go Players' Participation

T
Sun Yuan
HEAEEAT, L5 200083

Shanghai International Studies University

Abstract: From the perspective of participation motivation, this paper studies
the relationship between amateur Go players' participation motivation and be-
havioral intention, and constructs a theoretical model of the association between
participation motivation, perceived value, social support and behavioral
intention. An empirical test was carried out on its influencing mechanism, using
multiple linear regression analysis. The results showed that: the hypotheses of
the relationship between participation motivation, perceived value and behav-
ioral intention were significantly supported; perceived value played a complete
mediating effect between participation motivation and behavioral intention; the

moderating effect of social support was partially supported.

Keywords: amateur Go players, participation motivation, behavioral intentions,

Influence mechanism
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Héa: it SR80 T B FME RAMMEZ B EERR R,

Héb: (Bt X#F550 T B EMEHLE RAMNMEZ IR EAER AR,

H7a: SHI= R 55510 7 RIS RAOMEZ BN AERR R,

H7b: (AR TSI RIS RAMMEZ IR AR SRR,

I AEMIEF ST HEE Rz 17



(5) BOF TIPSR

454 H4b, Hea F0 Hob, ANHFFTINATREESAFAIURT B MRS B
BZEERR, mEET 7RANMEES TN EITAED Z BB FK
R, HEFFAMXBEMR. SEAHNS, M thEEmmEER) R
FRHM, BT UAREREFS5REFELANERAR, (5ERARLREAMA
A, WARBMRE TIEFREE SN EFEH X LR, MREBRARK
HMF. B RSIFREBAE—ERE LERX—RE, I EMR. ERISIFhE
BALX TR, B EESS, MR FHI B RARAE,

%54 HSb, H7a 0 H7b, ZAGRFEA NI = SAF A OOF HIESHEENALS BAn
BZERRR, mEET 7 RANMEEZEIMEN ST RAED Z B A
R, NTHEEERINMS, Sl REREFOSSIFREN, AFHITEFRR
IRAIEVRE, HNSEFREFERNELC, NHRERFENMIROLD, =S

EFSSHTREES, HMRFEFNFENRAIME, —FH, =) ik?%
EPEETE NS LT, EFHOEABRK, METRETHIRNG
[, BREVOSAHTEF N L FRMER R AT R, ﬁ%k%ﬁmiﬁﬁ
XAV S—0m, ESIMNEIEF ARG BUER EIREM TR, 208
REASBIR AR ARIMPTSR:, WIEFMS AL THFCRAMSEFERER, H5T
EFHMFOERGENRAIHE, SRRIEFRRANME, EMRASTFITH

)

ik, FRH LA ERE:

H8a: =S4T 7 RAMMEREB T EIT hE D Z B MER, BN
SHEEXFFHET, BIRMIWRESEI R RAMERMEFSTT RIEMD,
EEESXIFHRET, B EMIHIRAMER MRS ST REm.

H8b: R 7 RAMMEEESIMENL S T I Em Z BRI P AMEM, B
EIERSIFHERET, BT ESIMIHN BANMENABRR, #MRISTT
NEM; AHSSIFEET, @58 TS RAMMERN ARRR, HmAl
BSTATHEI,
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25 BRI, ANERFERR ERYBOR AR A R:

<R1> B RIKE
Tab.1 Theoretical Assumption
(E853 fiak
HI B F IS RAMEZ BIFEERRR %
H2 RTINS BB Z B E AFBAR R R
H3 RAMEN S FREFHIT N B =L IE @ F0

Hda WARBEMIEFHE TMIIET IEEFEERRARR

H4b RANMEEB TS T HE B ZEEEFNER

H5a WAREREFHWESIM N ST I EOFEAERRR

H5b RAMEEIEEE LS T I B Z B AEFNER

Hoéa SIS SFR( T B TS BAMNMEZ BREERA R

Heéb BT =5 T B EMIIE RAMEZ R AR AR

H7a SHI RS T RIS RAMEZ R AER AR

H7b REI 2SR b T HERIMEIL S RAMMEZ R ABARR

H8a =S RFET 7 RANMEE B E ML ST AR R ZER A ER
H8b TR 7 RAMMEEESIM WL S 1T 0 Z B A E A

ETBERREER, FRETERRAOMEER, RIS ENS
HEEMNHAFEGIE AN, W T AR RS RN T AR MRS
FEZR, H 2RI EIRIE T MM RS FRNE BAIMEZ BN R %,
BEMEEIT AR R R, BAMMEN RN, T2 2 RFE T AL
PAB it 2 2 450 REMME R S E IR, DA — AR
MET(ED),

WAEBEFSETHEONEmNE 19



RFME

S

SRS >

FERITERL

[BI1] BPEH
Fig.1 Theoretical Model

3. [AIERITERE

3.1 (ARt

FEMEM RN E R T IHHISIER TS, KR RS IBER SIEE -
RZWRTTiE2—; 2) ZIRBIREE, OB BINATIFTE RN
FRIEELIE, FETII AT, 3) BEBANE MR RIE e )
BIHRFENRBZ—, RAASEENREDLEERNEFEEH,

(1) MEAE

AHERISBER ST,  EERIRASESEANEIT LR o AEE &
AR, BN EHSE T ENMERT SRR ETZ A, 1538 Churchill #Y
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BN, EIIERET, NRZEMMERNEEZELHENRU EAET, Kit, 4
MERMZHENELE, HeE—RBFAZEMRRTENERPTT it
Bt b, SEEMEERALRER AT NEINERN R, NaEHT 1AM
1B,

AR A m S BB (Likert scale), #%IAEE B IfEHFERKAR=
FOMREE(=EETER; 2=TEE 3=—/; =A% =EEER), %
BEZHEINEOKE, BEHAEEE SNSRI,

(2) [AIELEH

TERBLEMITE, »R=DEA,

BN TREIER, TEENME TARBENART ENFRENME, R
TRSEEEERMBAESSERNREME  WEMERX TEERISIER KR
BREANNEREEEANE,

SWHREMER, MEATHNLABRIEFHEARAN LS, HIEM
Al Fle. BR. 7L, WAKTE, SRERE, DESTERBET 7K
BEREMEZFENERNFRANSTEIVR, TREBEN ROEARFR
Q50 ASHIH M

F=EN BN ERETS, RANSRENNEEXR, RATREFEX
SRR RS EN T AN EEXAREREE, WELREHETFN I
MWANE, BERNENTZZEEE BF M. HEHMDHL. RAaNME. 1Th
BEMRM SRR, He, BEMIIND NRFMEIN. FTHRF IR
I =NERE, BRI TSR, SIS S T ML
=NNER,

32 [AERBEEK

RIELRE B AJE (Key information) EHEEMA RKIET A&, HFITIE
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SREERNERM, AFTEIRF B # SRR E R L RERIEFHTRE
BE, DEEARNERIIRENESR,

RAOBESG, M201956 AE201959 Ait1T 74/ BRVIEHE, [a)&IKEZ
fG, BT Email, TELAMMERIERTS 7 RIAEE, WIAEERREEE
BHE, FETHE, BRENEAR, WREE—HEKT 6501, Hbimd

Eﬁiﬁ& 3007, Z=EPEML; EILFRNEKA 20047, BHL 12007 B EF K

& 1501, ER 9513, BEENKIAIE 51547, [MBENER 79.2%, TEAEEFX
A2, NEMERETIZE RIS T A ER8aE 5617, REIKISHA A
& 4591, BHEENR 89.1%, FFEHTRER, ERABIEIRS, MR T
W, FABREHZRRSENFAIRE, LAAGRIAIEIIERATHERE,

WE &R

IF] 4 I BRBHEE

L
EN

AR

PR R SFEAIE R

piEalieS

[E2] &xiTE BRIk E

Fig.2 Questionnaire design and data collection
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3.3 [RIBEMERL

KA Cronbach's ofTEENT, BR2OILVER, AMEMPRNSEE
Cronbach afEFIHHEEE (CR) #KT0.75, RPLENEERS, FEEEKL
IMZESR, RIREIRX N WERRENSR, HPfELEEREmMNFr
W ZEYIKT0.500, FLFEIAVERR RIFIVRSURE; SZEN ALY
AVE [BATHREITHIIRERRIE, RPARVELTEZRIAEGRAWE,

<®2> WIEMR T M RIEE RS
Tab.2 Results of confirmatory factor analysis and reliability & validity test

ZE RN R 2 AVE CR Cronbach a
EMI 0.793

ﬁ%ﬂ%’fﬂm Eﬁi gzz 0.568 0.839 0.750
EM4 0.791
EEI 0.795

@‘%?‘5@ Eii g:z(l)z 0.718 0910 0.862
EE5 0.766
sMl 0.893

Wixé'ﬁ‘j]m :ﬁ g:izz 0.826 0.950 0931
SM4 0.920
CL1 0.864
L2 0.813

ﬁ*iic?ﬂm CL3 0.831 0.695 0919 0.893
CL4 0.829
CLS 0.831
NMI 0.874

9*“55%"”*” NM2 0.881 0.714 0.882 0.797
NM3 0.775
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UMI 0.823
TR UM2 0927 0.740 0919 0.875
UM UM3 0.914
UM4 0.767
BIl 0.850
— BI2 0.767
”jff‘m B3 0.914 0.720 0.928 0.908
BI4 0.837
BI5 0.895
PV1 0.651
PV2 0.856
PV3 0.892
’@Z‘%}E@{E Pv4 0.803 0.622 0919 0.923
PV5 0.925
PV6 0.657
PV7 0.730
Ss1 0.947
H=SF 552 0.862 0.604 0.858 0.856
SS SS3 0.558
SS4 0.814
<R3> ZENX DR ERLE
Tab.4-11 discriminant validity test of variables
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
LATAEM 0.848
2 BHEMNME -0.109  0.789
3IR MR 0.309 0250 0.731
4RMEARISTAN. 0725 -0.061 0324 0.784
SIERESIEM 0651 0177 0267  0.695 0.826
6REMEINL 0650 0032 0215 0666 0508 0.868
THNEITESNL 0674 <0120 0340 0530 0.668 0597 0.776
8. TEMEHL 0400 -0.085 0346 0371 0434 0309 0.632 0.852
9.t 0101 -0.003 -0.114 -0.026 0.154 -0.003 0.085 0.115 0.777

T WAKIENNREEMAVENF R
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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4. WREHIEFSTAT R @RI ML

4.1. BEYEAMTEREKRLEE

ANBRFE{E A SPSS R, @I 5 Sz Bl IR IT IR I TARER, 15EIFERAY
EYEADMEREILE, FENEA,

<F4> BRRKREITHE
Tab.4 Summary of hypothesis test results

RANE THARE FARR TR R WTI AN KL

SN EEFR(L SEEFHET,
TEIMINER BIMERESET
EMMEZ[RIRIEAE (RERAMAMEIH TR
RRFR FEFTHER

BEMH AR FAER FE

ENHEEEFSL SEaFHET,

THEHIMNLE R RIS AR

MMEZ BRI AR BT R ANME
RN ARER FAER TE RRR, MENR #MRASFETH

SR TR EWm

MRS A AE

Z R AERAR

BNME / 1FAER / / /

SEREF: WAREMIEFHE FMIEmFmT hER, BARNMEEREZ
[BfFEEZ TR, SHEEHEE 1B TS RAMEZ EIIER
AL W AREAIEFEESE LA BT N EE, BRAMMEEREZ BHFETE
PAIRRL, EHITE SSRGS 7RIS REMEZ B AR, TR
TS RPHERE T ESIMEINLE BAMEZ BIR A ERAL, oY, HRIRTIHI AR
RASEEP A OIE, BlEmt=siriie T, B EMaWlaEasE (s RAmMEtm
RIFSFMTAER, EHIMEIILNE B RAMERN ABRR, #MEASHE
TRES; ERESIFERET, WREHEFORAMEES TN EITIE
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a2 [BEF IR EE, H B RAMEEESIME L ET hED Z [E/
MR T,

4.2 LRI

(1) BEMINERANMEEMRSR, TSNS RAMEABR, XEK
ALV REHIEFNSFEINBNTENEL NEREDE, EFNREME
BEITRAHPERE, XL T BRREERILHE ML MRE: B Y
REPSHS MAZEFIR, T1EPRERIZMBEIL (B M) N AMS thie
BRI, (BRESIMPNN AT SR TRRIEAY, BAMMESTHNESR
FURIBARCY, U REHEFEESRIE SMEANME, ESMBHES, B8
DAEFMINETR, ROIseB I, BIRHa] DO ESIM I,
THRF B E MM, MTIEH B & HIRBAMME,

(2) BEMMESITHRMEMESR, XEREME LARERIETF B & RZIMER
58, HEHITHREEOME K2, WARBMEFMRZNMENSS, 17 hE N
P AR, RES Pura(2005)*”, Chen %(2010)" F1E815(2010)3" By
FAEANE], B8 7RSS, BRAIMEEEFmITARR, WREHE
RS MERAD, B ROME RN R S UMEREIREER, #0A% &ER E
M EdeE, EFREE 2RSS 5MHRERTSE, THERNRBER—F
HpEaE,

(3) BEMMELE B EMSNFT AR ZBIEGZE2FNER, H BRI
ST HRMZEDAGRERMER, XERESEIWATLBY REIMN
EEEEMmIT NER, HH, Kwun F1 Oh(2004)*%, Bianchi %(2014)™,
Gallarza %(2016)™ LUK FRIEFIZE)MIN2018)0) S5t & SR AnMERT L)
ENFNZE, AMRERLRT7TX—WA, WREHEFHSEDHRIRG
BEMIA R PBIETINIBRME, EIEMAZ 2R SRECREBAESRAR I &
=, fEBEMEWEHED T ARTRFHETF B S HRAIME, HMIRFASTRINTH
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=,

(4) BHHSXFRC T B FMIINSBANMENRR, BRI FNEF
MIHLERANMENAREREYM, BRSBTS R
IMERIRR, BB SRRR( TGRS RAIMERNI R R, BAMS, £
PERREREXF T, EFOSFEER, STIMSNRBAME~ENEY
m, BEFRESHR SN, B3R MINSEEVRAMEEE, I
ERIVRAMMEIKR BFTERE; SEFMA ERR S, Rk
RAMEIAKE KR, BREE EMIHN RANMER P MR —EREE, haXdF
ES TN MBANMENIIR P KEFEEERIER, LEEN THHIMM
=, BESHHSFFNEFHRAMEZREE, BT “SHEK”, MNTH
TS, REXFNEE ML NAt, Rk, TeHSED,
WA SN ET AR,

(5) BH=SFFHHRT, LARBEMIEFE TSI RANMER
MIFSTATHED, EFMENINEEE N RAMNMEN R RIRR, HMEHS
FATHER, ERSSIFERET, LWREHEFORAMEES TN SITH
BEZERRNENAEE, A ARMMEEZESME ST AR R ZER =+
AR EE, AHFTHERGLE [ eltSFeAaNX—NA, HAK
Wit =R —ER T, EORTRERIGEN,

5. B

() RV ARERIEFOSEPIHATHEERPMLE, FEFNSTES
HFRIRRP NN ZRETEAMWSTHEFIFR, HREYWEENE, &
EENMBINEETE AR, ML A ERTRIE, URERETEINNS L
F, NESEREFHS5E,

(2) EFRBFRENBANMESN W REHREFSITHREBARALIZ M,
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REXNHTESVEEFEN, NREELFNE N T RIEFREERE.
LR EMRS, LMRSEFNSTMALE, HimE il REHIEFHNTESE
HNREUE, Bt &R HEE TR RS SS INETFTENEE,

(3) FEHENHARLBINEHL, EEEFRARNETFER. IR
EEFEMN, RINREEHITE TENNBNER, Mt AR EBEHLTEAT
HORAVIEER), FURIVEER, (E5STRIETFRBSIIRA. PREISIF, Mimk
SR SRS, RN 51 ZHIARTELLTE, ERERTFRHIR M0 L
7.

(4) ERAMUE—IRE hEEaEs), B NitMHED), KSHELRE
HEF A LRI BTSSR A, BT EARRERIRS B %6, R
tt, FEALTLNBT NN FEXN) FAR, MSTEFOEE
K. BHZRT R, IRRIEFHRMFER, ReIEZHEFSE5EF,
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The Special Use of Go: Life Lessons and Wisdom

H4d
Jeong Soohyeon
x| het

Myongji University

Abstract: Since ancient times, the game of Go has been recognized as uniquely
providing life lessons and wisdom. Regarding the Go wisdom theory, the re-
searcher has conducted a lot of research in response to the needs of society.
Based on such experiences, I will consider the background and contents of the
theory of the wisdom of Go. The results of the study are summarized as follows.

First, the notion that life lessons and wisdom can be obtained from Go seems
to have originated from the recognition that Go and life are similar. The Go
wisdom theory has existed implicitly since the old days, but the content was
not clearly presented, and in modern times, the demand for it has been strongly
expressed by business managers.

Second, the lessons and wisdom of Go are contained in many Go proverbs
that contain attitudes and knacks for playing Go, and some are inherent in the
special practices or culture of the Go world. It can also be found in the techni-
ques that contain the shape of Go stones.

Third, the lessons and wisdom that can be learned from Go are about mindset
and perspective, problem-solving skills, competitive strategies, leadership, crisis

management, self-development and education. If you look at it more broadly,



it can be expanded to marketing management and how to get on in society.
This theory of wisdom in Go can be said to be meaningful because it allows
people to naturally acquire life lessons and wisdom, or to realize the importance
of it anew, and because it has the characteristics of showing unique knowledge
that is unique to Go.
In the field of Go, it is considered necessary to study these contents and de-

velop programs so that many people can utilize the lessons and wisdom of Go.

Keywords: Use of Go, Life lesson, Wisdom
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Q1 Nguyen Phi Khanh(1335~1428)= 9|7 |(BREM) 2= AloA WAL 7|(8
BRI FATHLe, 2018). ASRIAP} Bl 22 Sl o] 52 Hh50]
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A Study on Go As a Negotiation
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Zhou Rui & Nam Chihyung
It

Myongji University

Abstract: The listening triangle, which is widely used in the field of negotiation,
is a continuous cycle of questioning-listening-feedback to discover more benefits
from a negotiation. Go has been known as “hand-talk” since ancient times, and
as the name implies, it is a conversation with hands. The idea that it is possible
to use the triangle of negotiation in Go came to mind from this simularity. In
this paper, we propose the triangle of hand-talk, i.e. movement-interpretation-
feedback which can be used reasonably in the game go to achieve better sense

of the game's flow.

Keywords: Negotiation, Hand-talk, The listening triangle, Techniques of Go
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Baduk and People with Disabilities

- Focusing on the operation status of the welfare center

Baduk program -
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g
Kim Donghan & Kim Jinhwan
It

Myongji University

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to analyze the status of Baduk programs
for people with disabilities in Korea by providing its basic data. For the current
study, a total of 258 welfare centers in Korea were examined from April to
November in 2022. Among them, fourteen welfare centers providing Baduk edu-
cation for people with disabilities were chosen for the further analysis. For the
present study, both qualitative and quantitative research methods were adopted.
To be more specific, in-depth interviews and surveys were conducted to inves-
tigate how Baduk education programs are provided for the people with dis-
abilities in Korea. There were a total of 71 participants. They were 13 program
managers and 58 program participants from welfare centers. The in-depth inter-
views were conducted with the program managers while the surveys were done
with the program participants. For the data analysis, interview results were ana-
lyzed via content analysis. Regarding the survey results, frequency analysis was

carried out. The results of this study are as follows: First, among 258 welfare

* bookdooS@mju.ac.kr
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centers nationwide in Korea, 21 centers were providing Baduk education pro-
grams for people with disabilities in September 2022. Furthermore, four centers
among them were providing Arum Baduk program that was designed for people
with a developmental disorder. Second, from the survey results, it was found
that there is gender ratio imbalance in Baduk education programs for people
with disabilities. Most program participants were men (94.8%), and even in
some welfare centers, there were only male participants joining the Baduk
program. Third, in the interview, program managers pointed out that there is
a problem with the lack of publicity. The managers said that Baduk should be
able to approach young children familiarly.

This study reports and reviews the status of Baduk education for people with
disabilities in Korea by providing qualitative and quantitative data. The current

study will help improve Baduk Education Programs for People with Disabilities.

Keywords: People with Disabilities, Baduk Program, Happiness, Welfare
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Go Development in the Middle East

Daniela Trinks’
Myongji University

Abstract: There is a growing interest in factors that affect the spreading of Go
due to a slow but steady increase in the number of IGF members. Few studies
have addressed Go in the Middle East. This paper aims at investigating the Go
development in the Middle Eastern countries Turkey, Israel, Iran, United Arab
Emirates, and Saudi Arabia. Data from literature and interviews were analyzed
regarding the history, the current state, the organization, the strategies, and the
difficulties associated with developing Go. The five case studies revealed coun-
try-specific characteristics due to differences in Go history and promotion
strategies. For example, Turkey and Saudi Arabia mainly target university stu-
dents, while Iran focuses on cooperation with other sports organizations and
training Go teachers, and Turkey and Israel emphasize utilizing the new media.
Consequently, the achievements also differ from case to case, such as an in-
creased Go population (Turkey, Iran), professional Go level (Israel), and gov-
ernmental recognition (Iran, Saudi Arabia). However, all countries share com-
mon obstacles, such as limited public awareness of Go, and lacking Go teacher
education. The findings indicate that successful Go development can be driven
by locals with the support of developed Go countries. Collaborations between
Middle Eastern countries, online Go content and Go teacher workshops are

needed to accelerate the Go development in the Middle East.

Keywords: Go, Baduk, Weiqi, Go culture, Go globalization, Middle East,

Turkey, Israel, Iran, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia.

* dtrinks@myju.ac.kr
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I. Introduction

In the history of Go, globalization is a relatively new phenomenon. When
the 1 World Amateur Go Championship was held in 1979 in Tokyo, only 15
countries participated; however, this number almost doubled to 29 in 1982, and
these countries went on to found the International Go Federation (IGF).
Currently, the IGF membership stands at 77 (IGF, 2023).

The International Mind Sports Association (IMSA) was founded in 2005 with
the goal of lobbying for bridge, Go, chess and draughts to be included in the
Olympic sports (IMSA, 2012). Their efforts paid off when chess, Go and
draughts were featured in the Asian Games 2010 and in the Asian Indoor and
Martial Art Games 2013 (Hsiang, 2013). However, in the 2014 and 2018 edi-
tions of the Asian Games, no board games were included. According to Jeong
(2013), the 2014 organizing committee dropped Go partly because “there were
too few Asian countries to support Go”. In other words, the low number of
national Go organizations in Asia can be seen as an obstacle to including Go
permanently in the Asian Games.!) Fortunately, Go was reinstated in the Asian
Games 2022, whereas it is not clear whether the 20" edition in 2026 will follow
suit (AINAGOC, 2023). Similarly, the second biggest multi-sport event in Asia,
the Asian Indoor and Martial Arts Games featured Go only in 2013 whereas
chess has been included since 2007. This raises the question of whether that
will change in 2025 when it will be held for the first time in the Middle East
(Riyadh, Saudi Arabia). The Olympic Council of Asia will certainly evaluate
the Go development in Asia. In other words, the Go development in countries

like the Middle East will eventually affect the efforts in getting Go recognized

1) Currently, there are 45 member nations in the Olympic Council of Asia, out of
which 19 members have an equivalent Go organization member in the IGF.
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by the Asian Olympic Council and the International Olympic Council.

Spreading Go and growing it into an organized activity is not an easy
endeavor. In most European countries Go has been officially established by a
national organization, as can be seen in the number of 39 EGF members that
have joined the IGF as of January 2023. However, in other regions such as
the Middle East, Go is still relatively unknown as evidenced by having only
three national organizations being members of the IGF. This raises interesting
questions as to why the spread of Go across the globe has been so uneven or
stagnant.

Game historian Schaedler (2003) noted that Go did not set foot in Europe
until the beginning of the 20™ century, even though there were scholars who
published writings on Go as early as the 17" century. Schaedler concludes that
Go was lacking three features that affected the Westerns’ attitude towards
games: dynamism (fast-progressing and short games), variability (adapting origi-
nal games to create game variants), and gambling (playing for a stake).
Arguably, these limitations no longer exist, so why then is Go still struggling
to attain widespread acceptance?

Tan (2019) tried to answer this question by conducting a global survey among
Go players and Go associations. 1,035 Go players from 67, and Go organ-
izations from 25 countries participated in the survey, and his findings revealed
that the most influential factors promoting Go are the media, friends, and family.
The reasons for the low popularity of Go in countries outside South Korea,
China, and Japan are a lack of awareness due to the absence of active Go pro-
motion and exposure, as well as the association’s financial constraints.
Furthermore, Tan analyzed the reasons for regional differences in Go

development. However, out of the 15 countries in the Middle East,2 only Go

2) According to World Population Review (2023), the list of countries in the
Middle East varies from 15 to 26 entries. The core list consists of Bahrain,

Go Development in the Middle East 107



players from Turkey and Israel responded. Therefore more research is needed
to build up a better knowledge base.

A few other studies have addressed the Go history or developments in specif-
ic countries, such as the U.S.A. (Laird, 2001), Vietnam (Hong, 2010; Linh,
2020), Malaysia (Kim, 2016), or a region such as Latin America (Neubert,
2020). Such case studies are rare, yet they provide valuable findings on regional-
and country-specific bottlenecks affecting the spread of Go.

This paper aims at analyzing the Go developments in the Middle East.

Specifically, the following research questions were addressed.

1. When and how was Go introduced to countries in the Middle East?
2. What is the current state of Go in these countries?
3. What are the successful strategies, and the obstacles to spreading Go in

these countries?

Depending on the level of maturity of Go culture in the countries under study,

one or more of the research question(s) will be answered.

II. Research Method

To analyze the development of Go in the Middle East, five countries have
been selected, namely Iran, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and the United Arab
Emirates, because they were the only ones to report Go activities. First, a liter-

ature review was conducted, using data from the national Go association web-

Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.
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sites, the Go tournament repository of the European Go Federation (EGF), and
news articles. Second, interviews with stakeholders were conducted via Zoom,
messenger, or email.

A theoretical framework was utilized to analyze the collected data con-
sistently and systematically. It is based on Jeong’s definition of Go diffusion
as a process of four steps: (1) introducing Go equipment, and rules, (2) teaching
Go techniques, (3) developing the Go culture, and (4) commercializing Go
(Jeong, 2013). The adapted theoretical framework in this paper consists of eight

categories as listed and briefly explained below.

Go introduction: The game of Go is not widely known outside East Asia.
Therefore the first steps of introducing Go are essential.

Organization: Every community needs some kind of structure and leadership
to grow and motivate potential members to join. Jeong (2013) addresses this
category in the third step of Go diffusion as “introducing a Go system.” He
argues that establishing and managing Go players' meetings, community, tour-
naments, a rating system, IT, media, etc. require a comprehensive system.
Education & promotion: Next, spreading Go needs people who explain how
it is played, and help them improve their ability. Such educational events
or programs can take place in informal (Go club, family or friends) or formal
settings. Hsiang (2013) concludes his report on the current state and prospects
of mind sports that “the next phase of growth is in the area of education
and promotion (---)[which] will ensure the continued growth of the mind
sports.”

Events: Go can be played anytime and anywhere if you have access to the
internet. Nevertheless, sustaining people’s interest in Go and building a Go
community is greatly enhanced by regular in-person meetings in Go clubs
and competitions.

Products: As with every sport and hobby, equipment and publications are

needed to support the development of its community. This includes accessi-

Go Development in the Middle East 109



bility, costs, and user convenience of Go products. While most equipment
is produced in East Asia, a few producers try to accommodate the growing
demand in their region and began to create homemade products. The same
goes for publications. Here, the language might also play a crucial role in
helping Go fans improve their skills and broaden their knowledge about the
game.

Support: Spreading Go in a country where it is not native requires a lot of
resources and enthusiasm because of lacking playing and teaching equipment
and basic infrastructure. Often locals in these countries rely heavily on sup-
port from other countries, such as Go teachers being sent for a designated
time abroad, or donations in the form of equipment and books. Financial sup-
port is also provided in rare cases, such as Iwamoto Kaoru 9p, the Ing foun-
dation, and CEGO.3)

Success: Each organization has its aims and strategies on how to promote
Go. Therefore there are no ‘objective’ criteria of what could be specified as
a ‘success’. Nevertheless, it is expected that there are positive outcomes that
are worthy of special mention.

Obstacles: When spreading a “foreign’ culture like Go, it is inevitable to en-
counter various difficulties. Identifying them can help to find countermeasures

to overcome them.

The framework described above also serves as a structure for presenting the

main findings of this study in the next part.

3) Abbreviation for a Chinese group of sponsors supporting European Go, the
official name is Beijing Zong Yi Yuan Cheng Culture Communication Co. Ltd.
(EGF, 2013).
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[I. Results

In this part, the development of Go in the five selected Middle Eastern coun-
tries is described, by focusing on the introduction phase, the current situation,
successful strategies, and obstacles to spreading Go. The framework of eight
categories (introduction, organization, education & promotion, events, products,
support, success, and obstacles) was used to structure the description. The results
of these five case studies are presented in chronological order of how Go arrived
in the Middle East: Turkey, Israel, Iran, the United Arab Emirates, and Saudi
Arabia.

1. Go Development in Turkey

In Turkey, Go is developing rapidly since they started gathering in 1988. Go
geographically seen, Turkey belongs to the European Go Federation (EGF)
which has been recording Go tournaments since 1996. According to the EGF’s
European Go Database, Turkey has seen 3,130 Go players who played at least
once in a Go tournament in the period between 1996 and 2022 and ranks num-
ber four among the European countries listed, after Russia (8,871), Germany
(6,874), and France with 6,544 Go tournament players (EGF, 2023). The follow-
ing findings of the data analysis will reveal some reasons for the rapid increase

in the Turkish Go population.

1.1. Introductory Stage & Organization

According to the Go historical information on their association's website, the
first mention of Go in Turkey was in two scientific journals issued in 1970

and 1971. However, it took almost 20 years until Turkish players Alpar Kilinc
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and Mehmet Dardeniz began to play and founded a Go group at the Middle
East Technical University (METU), one of the most prestigious universities in
Turkey. According to one of the founders, Kerem Karaerkek, the informal gath-
ering led to Kilinc's formation of a Go club that joined the Turkish-Japanese
Friendship and Solidarity Association since there were not enough Go players
at that time, and that association also became a member of the IGF in 1993.
Later, when the Go Players’ Association was established in Ankara in 1995,
they transferred the IGF membership to this association. (E. Kurter, personal
communication, March 15, 2022) In 1996, they joined the European Go
Federation (EGF), and in 1997, the organization was renamed to Turkish Go
Players’ Association (Tiirkive Go Oyunculari Dernegi, TGOD), their logo is

shown in figure 1.

TURKIYE B0 OYUNCULAR! DEINESI

Figure 1. Official logo of the Turkish Go Players' Association.
Source: TGOD (2023)

During that important beginning stage of Go in Turkey, a tragic incident took
the lives of two founding members, Alpar Kiling and Cem Kendi. Every year
the Alpar Kilinc Memorial tournament is held in the founder’s honor.

In the 2000s, the Turkish Go community expanded throughout the country.
New Go groups were founded in Ankara at Bilkent University and Hacettepe
University, as well as at Istanbul Technical University and Galatasaray
University in Istanbul. Furthermore, the first Go clubs were established outside
the capital Ankara and their largest city Istanbul: in 2004 in Bursa and Izmir,

followed by Eskisehir in 2005. The current president of the TGOD, Eren Kurter,
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points out the impact of university Go clubs (E. Kurter, personal communica-

tion, January 18, 2023).

“ think that the most important reason why Go has become widespread in
Turkey is the student clubs at universities. The education process and exams in
Turkey from childhood to university entrance unfortunately cause children and
young people to not show much social and cultural diversity. However, after enter-
ing the university, students who are partially relieved begin to explore student soci-
eties to get to know themselves, socialize and learn new things. In this process, Go

clubs at universities play an important role in reaching these students.”

Kurter describes the positive role Go clubs play in the students’ lives as well
as in the Go community that needs to recruit new members to grow. Husrev
Aksut, adds on that by stating that he considers university Go clubs, city Go
clubs, and the Turkish Go Players’ Association as the biggest impact factors
on the growth, at least until the last decade (H. Aksut, personal communication,
January 23, 2023). He mentions another factor that affected the Go development

in Turkey in the last decade, as discussed below in the part ‘support’.

1.2. Education

Turkish Go teachers instruct people of all age groups at various institutions,
such as schools, universities, Korean cultural centers, and companies. At the
center of these educational offers are individuals and institutions, such as
Mehmet Emin Barsbey, who founded the Istanbul Go School in 2011 and teach-
es mainly children — reportedly 133 students last period, and Eren Kurter who
has been offering Go courses at the two most prestigious Turkish universities
Hacettepe University and Atilim University, where 60-125 students enroll every

semester, depending on the quota he sets. Currently, he is also doing some aca-
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demic research related to Go. As shown before, Kurter emphasized the impact

of Go courses at the university level on the development of Go in Turkey:

“(:+*) [Slince 2016, the Go course has been added to the elective courses pro-
gram at Hacettepe University Faculty of Sport Sciences, one of the best universities
in Turkey (-*-). The Go course, which has become one of the credit courses that
students must complete to graduate, has been a very important development for the
systematic and programmatic introduction and dissemination of Go. (:**)

My biggest advice to countries that want to promote and spread Go is to start
from universities, as in our country. Also, if I need to mention another advantage
of having Go clubs in universities, there are usually problems in finding afford-
able/free and large venues for tournaments. Universities provide great convenience

at this point.”

While attending university Go clubs is completely voluntary, official uni-
versity courses require the students' commitment to some extent for a whole
semester. Furthermore, teaching Go at university can be seen as a type of for-
mal, systematic education. On top of that, universities are excellent cooperation
partners as they allow to use their facilities on the weekend for a low price.

In addition to these in-person teaching, two online Go schools were opened
after the COVID-19 pandemic began in 2020. One of their teachers, Husrev

Aksut, reports firsthand:

“The first one is Tagh Yol Go Okulu (https://gookulu.tasliyol.con/), created by
three top players and close friends (Ozgiir Degirmenci, Altan Kuntay, and me). We
organize online leagues (like Yunguseng Dojang) and give private lessons. But it
is less active after the start of face-to-face events. There is less demand for online
stuff.

The second one is Sibumi Go Okulu (https://sibumigookulu.com/), created by
Hataycan Ozgiir, who is the only teacher there. The format of this school is very
similar to Tash Yol Go Okulu.”
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1.3. Events

In Turkey, Go is developing rapidly since they started gathering in 1988.
Despite a stark decline in the number of Go tournaments and tournament Go
players since the COVID-19 pandemic started, 18 Go tournaments were held
in 2022. The largest one was the 28th Alpar Kilinc Memorial at the end of
the year which attracted 130 Go players.

Thus it does not come as a surprise that the EGF database reveals a steady
increase of Turkish Go tournament players in number and strength. As shown
in figure 2, before 2004, the number of registered Go tournament players in
the EGF database was less than 30 per year, partly because Go results were
not reported to the EGF before 2002 — even though Go tournaments were held
at that time. The continuous increment of Go activities significantly helped grow
the local community, as evidenced by 208 participants at the 24th Alpar Kilinc
Memorial held in Ankara in 2017, and a total of 758 Turkish Go tournament
players in 2019 just before the pandemic began. That can safely be named the
biggest increase in the annual number of tournament players in the EGF within
such a short time. Having a broader base, the overall level also improved, as
can be seen in the number of 32 dan players who played in 2022. However,
they face a limit when it comes to the strongest players as only three Turkish
players have achieved the Go strength of 5 dan yet (as of January 2023).
Nevertheless, this case study is showing how the Go population can increase

rapidly despite a short history of fewer than 35 years.
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Figure 2. Annual Go Tournaments & Participants in Turkey (1996-2022).
Source: EGF (2023)

1.4. Products

In many countries spreading Go is hindered by a lack of basic equipment,
such as playing tools, and teaching & learning materials. In contrast, in Turkey,
you can buy Turkish Go equipment of diverse sizes at a wide range of prices.
Barsbey explains how he as a Go teacher and promoter produces Go equipment

as a side job (M.E. Barsbey, personal communication, January 19, 2023).

“I don't have a factory, but I cooperate with some factories. For example, order-
ing stones from a producer, working with a print office for boxes and booklets, and
producing Go boards with some other suppliers. Finally, I design and bring the Go

set together.”

On top of his productions, there are also game suppliers who offer Go sets
on the internet. According to Barsbey, you can find a variety of Go equipment
in online stores but most of them are cheap and not standard Go equipment,
such as smaller-sized stones. In addition to the quality, Barsbey points out an-

other difficulty, which is the high entry barrier for beginners:
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“Without any help, they don't understand the game and stop playing. Many Go

sets are just waiting on bookshelves at homes without any use.”

Therefore, he rather not recommends beginners buy a Go set in the beginning.
He elaborates that digital tools can replace the physical Go set and also lower

the difficulty at the beginning of the learning process.

“If they play with a Go program, at least they cannot break the rules such as
illegal moves or ko capture. If two beginners play against each other at home they

just get lost.”

Barsbey points out that the category ‘Go products’ should not be limited to
physical products such as Go equipment and publications but should also refer
to digital tools that are available anywhere anytime, and many of them even
for free. These features might indeed help lower the entrance barrier for new

Go players.

1.5. Support

Turkey has received support from various sides. When asked what had a sig-
nificant impact on developing Go in Turkey, Barsbey immediately responded
with “the internet!” He elaborated on the reasons why the internet has helped

the Turkish Go community at the beginning of the 21st century:

“If you are just a few hundred players in a 60 million country and mostly
low-level kyu players, then the internet is a big help to practice, study, as well as
to communicate and promote the game. For example in Korea, Go is an old and
traditional game. In Turkey, it is a new game without almost any background and

institution.”

For many Go players, the internet is seen as the reason for local Go clubs losing
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members due to the convenience of playing Go online. In contrast, Barsbey em-
phasizes the positive effects of the internet, such as using websites and social
media to inform people about Go in general, as well as announcing events and
educational programs. On his school's website and Facebook page, there are reg-
ular updates on recent activities and his appearances in the press. For institutions
and parents that must be an essential and reliable information source.

Aksut talks about foreign support and why it had an impact on developing
Go in Turkey:

“(:++) probably collaboration with Asian countries/associations. Especially in the
last decade or so, we had many Korean professionals come to visit Turkish Go
Camps, tournaments and give workshops, etc. Besides, the Korean Cultural Center

and Korean Embassy in Ankara had sponsored several events in Turkey.”

Kurter also mentions the role that foreign support has played in Turkey:

“(:++) as a result of the support of the Embassy of the Republic of South Korea
and the Korean Cultural Center, we started to organize the Korean Ambassador
Youth Go Championship every year and as a result of this organization, which we
realized with a large budget, unlike other tournaments we usually organize with low
budgets, we were able to reach many young players with this budget. We were able
to get young people to take a lot of Go lessons thanks to this. I cannot help but
thank the Korean Baduk Federation and the Korean Amateur Baduk Federation for
their unwavering support in all these processes I mentioned. They have never left
us alone in terms of professional players visiting our country and providing training

and materials.”

In short, the interviewees mentioned the following supporting factors: uni-
versities, new media, and their national organization, in addition to the help they
received from foreign institutions such as the Korean Embassy, Korean Cultural

Center, Korean Baduk Association, and the Korean Amateur Baduk Federation.
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1.6. Success

When it comes to describing the success, the big growth of the Go commun-
ity in a brief time is worth mentioning. Association president Kurter describes

it like this:

“We currently have around 3,000 active players participating in tournaments,
while we estimate that around 15,000 people across the country know the rules.
These players are between the ages of 5-65. Our strongest player is at the 5-dan
level, but we have a lot of young and strong dan-level players just below it.
Unfortunately, we do not have a professional Go player from Turkey, I think the
biggest reason for this is economic. Alper Sulak, who came in 2nd in the under-12
category at the European Youth Go Championship held in 2022, and his friends are

our best hope to find our professional player.”

Even though Turkey's strongest players have not reached the top level in
Europe yet, the broad base they have kept building is very promising, e.g. the
nine-year-old Alper Sulak 1 dan who shows promising results in national and

international Go tournaments.

1.7. Obstacles

Despite the undoubted success of developing Go in Turkey, they also face

obstacles. Kurter mentions the pandemic that surely affected all countries,

“(:++) although we return to our activities with the cessation of bans and reopen-
ing, we are still far from our rapid rise before the pandemic. In addition, the eco-
nomic crisis in Turkey due to various reasons has made the participation of intercity

tournaments very difficult.”

However, in addition to the pandemic and the economic recess in Turkey, he

also points out the lack of professionalization of Go in Turkey:
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“(:*) [Ulnfortunately the people who have graduated from university cannot
spare enough time. However, financial support should be arranged for people who
can promote Go in the country as soon as possible, because, on a voluntary basis,
progress can only progress to a certain level. I think this is the main reason why
Turkey has not yet reached the level we want, unfortunately, we could not create
someone whose main job is "Go" due to the lack of financial support from the
state. It is not right to expect people who work for Go voluntarily - often spending

money from their own pocket - while working in various jobs to earn a living.”

Aksut points out two obstacles to overcome in Turkey:

“For introducing Go to new people, I think the biggest obstacles were the lack
of Go equipment, materials, teachers, and so on. For bringing top players to higher
levels (we have many low-dan players, but no players in the top 100 in Europe,
only 3 players in the top 200), the biggest obstacle was not having strong teachers
(pro or top amateur) like in some European countries and having very limited op-
portunity to join European tournaments and congresses due to visa requirements and

economic reasons.”

In sum, Turkey’s case study has revealed that the steady increase in the
Turkish Go population can be linked to their efforts in education (university,
children), a growing number of Go clubs and events, collaborations with local
universities as well as foreign organizations, and the internet as a medium and
tool to easily reach a wider audience. The analysis also indicates that economic,
social, and political environmental factors (economic recess, pandemic, visa re-
strictions), as well as internal shortcomings (lacking professional or top amateur

players) have been slightly restricting the development of Go in Turkey.
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2. Go Development in Israel

We will begin with the history of how the Go association was formed, the

challenges it faced, and the various methods it used to overcome them.

2.1. Organization

Go history in Israel began in 1996 when a small group of Go enthusiasts
founded the Isracli Go Association (IGA). Their official logo which is displayed
on its website and promotional materials is shown in figure 3. The association

became a member of both the EGF and the IGF in 1997.

hn)mﬂ
}'BR':W'n

Figure 3. Official Logo of the Israeli Go Association. Source: IGA (2023a)

Former executive member Elad Zipper (2019) described the beginning stage

of their organization as follows:

“In the beginning the association was tiny, there was only a single club in Rosh
HaAyin city with the founders as its only members, the founders had a bit of con-
nection with the local municipal government, and they used it to have a presence
in local events and expand the community. (:--) [In] 2004, the first official Israeli
Go Championship took place with 36 players, it is an impressive number for a new
association and an unknown game, even today the Israeli Association doesn't have

those numbers.”
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Soon after, in 2006 there was a surge in interest because of the Japanese anime
“Hikaru no Go”. In that year, the number of Israecli Go Championship partic-
ipants jumped to 68 players. Current association president Fragman commented
on the Go boom (A. Fragman, personal e-mail communication, January 16,

2023).

“Hikaru No Go was one of the accelerators during the 2006 period in which over
10,000 people bought Go sets and that was the biggest bloom of Go in Israel. Out
of those people, our national team consists of many players who started in that

period.”

However, this success could not be sustained beyond 2006 because there were
not many Go activities organized in Israel. All this changed in 2012 when a
group of people, led by president Ofer Zivony, took the initiative to replicate
the successes of 2006. Zipper (2019), an executive of the Israel Go Association

at that time, described their strategy to revive the Go association as follows:

“The answer is to build a big core of players that will make the Go community
an unseparated part of their lives and once it is there it will be much easier to at-
tract other players and even new players to step in becoming part of the
community. (--*) The first thing we have done is trying to make more tournaments

each year.”

Despite opening more tournaments and making them more accessible for their
members, the participation rate did not change much. Therefore, Zipper set up
a Facebook page in 2014, which soon proved to be a more powerful tool to
inform Go players about the existence and activities of the association, currently
there are 700 followers (IGA, 2023b).

Next, emphasis was put on socialization among the Go players to make the

big audience they reached via the Facebook page engage and become core mem-
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bers of the Israeli Go community. According to Zipper, they tried to organize
more Go tournaments to allow Go players to meet each other more often. His

next idea was to set up a group chat in a messenger application:

“T've tried opening a Whats App group for everyone, people can become friends
more easily if they communicate with each other daily. The results were promising,
over time many players joined the WhatsApp Group and became friends, shared life
and death problems, played games together, and had many casual talks, and the

most important thing is that each tournament had at least 25 players.”

Their strategy of utilizing social media has been expanded, nowadays the Israeli
Go Association updates their official website (IGA 2023a), their Facebook page
(IGA, 2023b), a Facebook group page (2023c), in addition to using WhatsApp
group chats for each Go club.

After their success in growing the number of core Go players, they set a
new challenge — reaching out to new potential Go players. When analyzing typi-
cal Go players in the Western world, they concluded that “they are usually peo-
ple who like science, computers, games, books, and anime.” Therefore anime,
Sci-Fi, fantasy, and board game conventions became a new platform for them

to introduce the game to a new audience.

“We decided that having a presence at those events is a key to the development
of the Go community. It turns out that even though they enjoy learning and playing
Go at those conventions, they usually don’t want to become part of the Go
community. The main reason is that they found their group of friends and they
don’t need any replacement or alternative. So far we managed to reach out to more

existing players than making new ones.”

Zipper summarized their efforts in reaching out to inactive Go players and
how Facebook and WhatsApp helped them to reach that goal. On the other

hand, he also described their difficulties in attracting new Go players. Fragman
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describes the current Go population in Israel as follows:

“Our community consists of 500 people who are involved with Go. Out of them
around 100 participate occasionally in tournaments. Regarding strength - our com-
munity is slowly growing therefore it is getting stronger. And the age of partic-
ipants - for a few years we do not have enough youth playing. At the moment,

only one youth player is participating in tournaments.”

2.2. Education

In the above description of the Go development in Israel, we can see that there
were few promotional or educational activities held. Perhaps it is worth mentioning
that the association has also a YouTube channel with a few videos that explain
basic rules as well as commentary on games of strong players.

When asked what advice president Fragman would give to countries that only

recently discovered Go, he answered:

“Invest in young players and invest in excellent players. Make as many tourna-

ments as possible and make sure professionals are attending.”

Based on his experience in Israel as well as visiting and competing in Go
in other countries, he emphasizes that education, events, and professional lec-
tures are important means of developing a solid base of Go players and con-

tinuous growth in strength.

2.3. Events

The European Go Database allows us to get a quick overview of the Go
tournaments held in Israel between 1996 and 2022 (figure 4). In 2004, the first

annual Israeli Go Championship was held, practically the only tournament until
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2012. In that period, they witnessed the Hikaru-No-Go effect and a total of 70
players competed in the championship. However, before then the top Israeli Go
players joined Go tournaments abroad, such as the annual World Amateur Go
Championship held in Japan.

As described by Zipper, the Israeli Go organizers increased the number of
Go tournaments to seven in 2017 and 20184 which increased the number of
tournament participants to 86 in 2018. However, the number fell to 58 players
when only four tournaments were held in the following year. Since the start
of the pandemic, face-to-face tournaments have been limited causing the number

to fall further to 35 in 2022.
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Figure 4. Annual Go Tournaments and Participants in Israel (1996-2022).
Source: EGF (2023)
2.4. Support

According to Zipper, in the first years, the Go organization had connections

to the local municipal government, which helped grow the Go community in

4) In the European Go Database, the annual number is higher than the actual
number of 7 because the preliminary group stage and finals of the same
tournament are counted as two events.
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the beginning stage. Zipper resumes, “Maybe we should consider putting a bit
more priority [in re-establishing] municipal connections.” On the other hand,

Amir Fragman describes the supporters of Israeli Go as follows:

“Yes, we had support from the EGF, the Japanese, Korean and Chinese embas-
sies, and cultural centers ~ in a few ways,

a. a place to play our tournaments,

b. equipment donations, and

c. events produced by them which include professional players and professional

players sent by national associations.”

2.5. Success

Despite its short history, a small Go population, and low Go tournament ac-
tivities, they can take pride in their Go talent Ali Jabarin who learned Go at
the age of 12 in 2006 and turned professional in the very first European Go
pro qualifiers in 2014. More surprisingly, he is a ‘home-made’ professional as
he had studied mainly in Israel to achieve that level, except for a relatively
short six-month training time in South Korea. After becoming a professional,
he also enhanced his level in China and was promoted to 2 dan in 2018. Another
well-known top player is five-time Israeli champion Amir Fragman 6 dan, the
captain of Israel’s team in the Pandanet Go European Team Championship and
current president of the Israeli Go Association. According to Fragman (2017),
he learned to play Go at the age of ten from his father, Shavit Fragman, who
used to be the association’s president in the past and is still active in promoting

Go.
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2.6. Obstacles

Zipper has already discussed a couple of difficulties they faced when trying to
grow the base of Go players. Amir Fragman added:

“Unfortunately, Go is not as popular as other games. People do not know it and

therefore are not as willing to send their kids to extracurricular activities.”

Both Zipper and Fragman address the problem of the low awareness of Go

among the Israeli population.

In summary, Israel’s case study revealed a surprising rise of two top players
Jabarin 2p and Fragman 6 dan despite a relatively small community. The Israeli
Go Association is proud of its top players' achievements and yet struggles with ex-
panding its existing community. Using social media like Facebook and WhatsApp
somewhat helped make the association’s activities more popular, their biggest chal-
lenge yet is to promote Go to a wider audience and integrate them into their
community. Presenting their local stars’ international successes in the media might
contribute to building more awareness of Go in public and inspire young learners

to follow their role models.

3. Go Development in the Islamic Republic of Iran

3.1. Introductory Stage & Organization

Information on Go in Iran is scarce due to its short history. The Baduk
Association of the Islamic Republic of Iran (BAIRI) was founded just 13 years
ago in 2010, and its official logo is shown in figure 5. They received active

support from the Asian Go Federation (AGF) in 2014 when AGF president Seo
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Daewon and secretary-general Kim Dalsoo visited the association headquarters
and met with the Iranian Vice Minister of Sports to emphasize the importance
of officially recognizing Iran’s national Go organization by the Ministry of
Sports (N.N., 2014). When Iran applied for IGF membership in 2015, they re-
ported 18 Go clubs, 500 members, and 100 Go tournament players. The associa-
tion president Miram Amidimehr stated that the number had increased to more
than 1,000 Go players, including 200 Go teachers (M. Amidimehr, personal
communication on March 10, 2022). When doing a follow-up inquiry in January
2023, secretary-general Manouchehri reported that they had more than 2,000
Go players in Iran now (M.G. Manouchehri, personal communication, January

15, 2023). When asked about the success of Go in Iran, he replied:

“52,000 athletes are working under the cover of my organization in Iran called
the Humanitarian Games Association. (-*-) In fact, Iranian humanitarian games have
several Iranian national associations that have been recognized by the Ministry of
Sports and the National Olympic Committee. Therefore, our extensive relationship
with athletes from various National Sports Associations made Go to be known in
Iran very quickly and its members increased. Although the technical level of Go
players in Iran is not advanced and professional. But countless people in Iran are
playing Go now. (---) I am also a board member of the World O-Sport Federation
(WOF). At O-Sport, we have mind sports, artistic sports, combat sports, and ob-
stacle sports.”

Figure 5. Official Logo of Iran’s Go Association.
Source: BAIRI (2023).
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3.2. Success, Support, and Obstacles

The key to Iran’s successful development can be seen in embedding Go in
a professional umbrella sports organization that would allow the small Go asso-
ciation to utilize synergistic effects by joining and organizing competitions to-
gether with other sports and thus profit from their publicity effect. Furthermore,
Go was recognized by the government, in other words, their promotion activities
are subsidized by governmental funds.

In an interview during the Korea Prime Minister Cup 2012, the vice president
of the organization, Shirin Mohammadi (IGF, 2012) talks about their early de-

velopment and the difficulties they faced in Iran:

“(:-) we now have an enthusiastic group of young people who are playing the
game, but we lack someone to teach them. They can only learn from printed matter
and the Internet. (---) But you can't improve rapidly just by playing on the Internet.
(--*) What we really need is for some professional players to come to Iran to teach.

It should be someone who is good at teaching and can communicate in English.”

Mohammadi also addressed the foreign support they received:

“The Korean Baduk Association has been extremely helpful, donating sixty Go

sets, for example, and making it possible for me to come here (---)”

In contrast, Manouchehri (personal e-mail communication, January 15, 2023)
did not recall any recent assistance from foreign countries in spreading Go in

Iran:

“We now have more than 2,000 Go players in Iran. However, no country has
helped us so far and we are developing Go in most countries of West and Central
Asia, we spend a lot of money as well as time. For example, we have set up an
organization for Go in Oman and have asked Oman's O-sports community to join

the Go family. I am currently doing this in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Qatar,
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Afghanistan, and Pakistan. We have entered the field of Elite/championship and se-
rious competition in the West and Central Asian region (a total of 19 countries)
and Iran is growing rapidly as the center of this region. I am ready to go to Saudi

Arabia and share my experiences with them and train and develop Go there.”

Notably, the enthusiasm for spreading Go in Iran has even motivated
Manouchehri and his team to initiate Go introductory meetings in neighboring
countries and thus act as Go ambassadors. He finished the interview with a

statement that summarizes his passion for Go:

“Anyway, we love Go, and we are trying to be one of the most developed coun-

tries in the world Go family.”

Both Manouchehri and Mohammadi wish for additional support from other
countries to assist them in spreading Go in Iran and other Asian countries. At
their general assembly in 2022, the Asian Go Federation (AGF) recognized
Iran’s efforts in spreading Go beyond their own country and approved Iran’s
plan to establish a Central and Western Asian Regional Office of the AGF in
Iran, as well as to host the AGF Championship in Iran in 2023 (O-Sports, 2022).

In summary, Iran’s Go story has revealed that spreading Go does not require
a long history or geographical proximity to its origin. A small group of people
who evaluate Go as worthwhile spreading combined with the idea of utilizing
the expertise and resources of a bigger professional umbrella organization is
showing great results in Iran, such as governmental recognition, more than 2,000
Go players, and 200 Go teachers. Governmental funds as well as training Go
teachers to spread Go to a wide audience seem to pay off. Additional external
support can help accelerate the effectiveness of their efforts in promoting Go

in Iran and other countries.
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4. Go Development in the United Arab Emirates

4.1. Introductory Stage & Support

In January 2022, the Japanese newspaper Mainichi reported on a Go promo-
tion event at the World Exposition in Dubai in the United Arab Emirates (N.N.,
2022). It was the first time that the Expo, one of the largest fairs in the world,
was hosted in the Middle East. Due to the pandemic, the delayed Expo 2020
opened in October 2021. Perhaps inspired by the Expo's theme “Connecting
Minds, Creating the Future”, the Nihon Ki-in sent a four-person team to promote
Go with the goal to “generate interest and encourage participation in this chal-

lenging and entertaining game,” as stated in the event announcement.

Figure 6. Expo visitors learning Go. Source: Goto Shungo

The hands-on activity as shown in figure 6 was held from 2021 December
9th to 12th led by Tsukuda Yuko, the owner of a Go salon in Japan and organ-
izer of the Japan Go Congress 2017, Goto Shungo 9p of the Nihon Ki-in, and
Chinese Li Ting lp of the Kansai Ki-in who has been living in Austria since
2010. Li Ting is proficient in five languages: Chinese, Japanese, Korean,
English, and German, and thus perfectly prepared for an international audience.

Tsukuda Yuko’s eldest son Miyagishi Ryu also joined to assist Li Ting in ex-
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plaining the Go rules to visitors. Besides learning the rules, the participants
could also practice with Japanese professional Cho U’s Go application, and play
their first game in the exhibition halls. The four-day promotion event was a
great success as it saw as many as 450 participants from 16 countries - where
else does Go enjoy such exposure? Tsukuda Yuko commented, “They say they
will share the joy of Go when they return to their country.” Figure 7 displays

a group picture of the teaching team at the Expo in Dubai.

Figure 7. Expo Go teaching team (from left to right Li Ting 1p, Goto Shungo 9p,
Tsukuda Yuko and Miyagishi Ryu). Source: Li Ting (2021)

The next expos will be the Expo 2023 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and the
Expo 2025 in Osaka, Japan, which will provide another excellent stage to pro-
mote Go to an international audience, as Goto Shungo commented: “We went
to Dubai to sow seeds for the World Expo in three years.” Perhaps Latin
American Go organizations can also utilize their network and offer Go work-
shops at the Expo in Argentina as a catalysator for reaching a wider audience.

In summary, Go has been introduced only recently to the United Arab
Emirates with the help of a small team sent by the Nihon Ki-in to the

grand-scale international event Expo 2020. Go was presented there as part of
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Japanese culture, and 450 visitors experienced it first-hand guided by amateur
and professional players. Follow-up activities are needed to build a local com-
munity and eventually an organization dedicated to promoting Go in the United

Arab Emirates.

5. Go Development in Saudi Arabia

5.1. Introductory Stage, Support & Obstacles

In February 2022, Kim (2022) reported on Go development in one of the
oil-rich countries, Saudi Arabia. In 2019, a group of researchers at King
Abdulaziz University conducted a research project on mind sports that could
enhance the lives of Saudis. They encountered Go in the process; however, the
project leader, Prof. Majed Alharthi, and his team did not know much about
the game.

He explained how he encountered Go (M. Alharthi, personal communication,

March 3, 2022).

“In one of our meetings, we discussed mind sports and how they can help to
give students some skills like critical thinking, memorizing things, making deci-
sions, something like that. So we ended with the approach to promote mind sports
in general. Then the first step was, let’s do a study on the current situation of the
mind sports: what are the very important mind sports and that can help [achieve]

our goal, that can help our students to get those skills.”
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Figure 8. Go workshop in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
Source: Kim (2022)

In December 2019, Alharthi traveled all the way to Rochester, USA to consult
Prof. Thomas Hsiang, secretary-general of the International Mind Sports
Association, about the most important mind sports. After this meeting and their
study, Alharthi’s research team decided to include chess, Go, and bridge in their
project. As part of his working visit, he also went to the National Go Center
in Washington DC to learn the basics of the game for two days.

His avid interest in Go stems from the fact that the Saudi Arabian government
has proposed a billion-dollar program called “Quality of Life” which is part
of the bigger “Vision 2030” that aims to shift the country away from its oil
dependency and improve the citizens' living standards. Based on the results of
their research, Alharthi’s team recommended the Saudi government promote
mind sports (chess, bridge, and Go) as part of the “Quality of Life” program,
and the government agreed. In other words, Go is now officially recognized
as educationally valuable in Saudi Arabia, and all the teaching and promotion
will be covered by the government. Alharthi shared what arguments they used

to convince the government to include a foreign mind sport like Go that is un-
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known in Saudi Arabia:

“I told you about that study we did, and [we found that] they use that Go game
in schools in Korea. There are many institutions in Korea, Japan, China, and the
United States, they have institutions for Go, so it is not a limited game, it is an
international game. That means this game is very interesting and very good as a
mind sports game. (---) In the study that we did, we found that students can im-
prove their skills in many ways if they play Go.”

The next steps were taken in January 2022, when they invited Korean pro-
fessional Kim Myungwan to Riyadh to teach them the basics. He provided an
eight-day Go workshop to 12 selected participants on how to play and teach
Go (figure 8). The hope is that each of these participants will spread the game

in their local communities. Alharthi describes their promotion strategy:

“In the beginning, we thought university students [would be a good target]. After
we did our research, we found that it might be better for elementary school
students. However, our colleagues are all at university, so we first target university

students. But we can expand it, no problem.”

Despite their success to convince the government that promoting Go is wor-

thy of governmental subsidies, they also face some difficulties:

“Awareness. We need more awareness to promote Go. When we announced the
Go training, a limited number of people came. That means they don’t know about
Go and they are scared of Go. They may see it in some animations or cartoons
sometimes, but I did not see it before. (-*) The other challenge is - Actually, it
is an easy game. The people we trained, they can teach Go, but they cannot teach

it like experts.”

Alharthi addresses the necessity of continuous training for Go teachers in order

to enable them to teach the game effectively and systematically.
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In summary, the case study of Saudi Arabia has shown that the initiative
to introduce Go came from local academic researchers who successfully in-
tegrated Go into a huge government program that aims at enhancing Saudi citi-
zens’ lives. The professional introductory workshop for aspiring Go teachers in
January 2022 was a promising start. Yet, there are few Saudis who can teach
the game to their current main target, university students, or children. Since they
are beginners themselves, they need more teacher training to improve their Go
techniques as well as Go educational skills. In addition, the lack of awareness
of Go in Saudi Arabia is another challenge they face as Go is completely new

to their country.

IV. Discussion and Conclusion

In this paper, the developments of Go in the Middle Eastern countries Turkey,
Israel, Iran, the United Arab Emirates, and Saudi Arabia were analyzed based

on a framework of eight categories. The major findings were as follows.

1. Go Introductory Stage

In Turkey, the first informal gathering of Go players was held in 1988 which
catalyzed the formation of an umbrella organization in 1993, and in 1995 this
organization metamorphosized into what is now the Turkish Go Players’
Association. A very similar history is shared by the Israeli Go Association,
where the casual gatherings of Go enthusiasts led to its establishment in 1996.
In Iran, the Go players formed a national organization in 2010 which was recog-

nized by their government as a sports organization in 2014, and by the IGF
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in 2015.

Meanwhile, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia currently lack na-
tional Go associations. However, they have received help from amateur and pro-
fessional Go players from other Asian countries in the form of workshops to
teach the basics of Go to a selected few. It is unclear whether the participants

have disseminated their knowledge to the local population.

2. Current State

In Turkey, there are about 3,000 Go tournament players, and 15,000 people
know the Go rules. The strongest player is 5 dan, and in 2022, there were 15
face-to-face and three online tournaments held. Turkey is one of the few coun-
tries where Go is taught as a course at two renowned universities in addition
to Go clubs at several universities. These achievements can be seen as a huge
success considering their relatively short-lived Go history of 35 years.

In Israel, there are about 100 active players who play in Go tournaments,
and 500 people know how to play. Their top players are Ali Jabarin 2 dan
pro and Amir Fragman 6 dan. In 2022, three face-to-face tournaments were held,
and 34 players participated.

In Iran, there are more than 2,000 Go players and 200 Go teachers. However,
it is unclear whether all of them are active or not. Once a year the national
Go championship takes place under the auspices of the Iranian Go association
which is recognized by the Iranian government as a sports organization.

The information about Go in the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia

is too limited to evaluate the current situation.
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3. Successful Strategies & Obstacles

For each of the case studies, the level of Go development and success story
is different. The advances made by Turkey can be attributed to the building
of a broad base of Go players using strategies such as exposure at universities
(Go clubs, elective courses, tournaments), lowering the entry barriers (supply
of homemade inexpensive Go equipment, educational programs for all age
groups), cooperation with institutions (universities, Korean culture center, etc.),
utilization of new media to reach a wide audience, and foreign support
(professional visits, equipment donations, etc.) On the other hand, their limited
top players’ level (5 dan), a lack of a professionally-run organization (i.e. over-
reliance on volunteers for promoting the game), economic recess, and visa re-
strictions were identified as barriers to further development.

In the case of Israel, they have managed to produce one professional and
one strong amateur player, both of whom are listed among the top Go players
outside of Asia. This achievement is linked to their early interest in the game
combined with intensive individual training. The Israeli Go Association has par-
tially succeeded in increasing and sustaining a small community by utilizing
social media. In addition, a temporary increase in the number of tournaments
to seven per year also helped to rise the annual tournament participation. On
the other hand, the following barriers to spreading Go were identified: the lack
of awareness of Go in general society and the lack of youth Go programs.

For Iran, their steady increase in the number of Go players to 2,000 is a
success although it is not clear whether these players only know the rules or
are active players. The key to their success is attributed to the relatively high
number of Go teachers (200 out of 1,000 Go players in 2021) and their ability
to use the synergistic effects of different sports disciplines, such as incorporating

Go in the World Obstacle Federation (WOF) and the Humanitarian Games

138 w=sat

:TL

An
ol
r



Association. In addition, it is remarkable that they have already started to spread
Go to other countries in the Middle East. If these initiatives are successful, then
the growth of Go in the Middle East will be accelerated by new opportunities
such as Middle East Go championships and friendship exchange matches, much
like what countries in South East Asia have experienced. Two major obstacles
were identified: the lack of continuous support from foreign countries and the
lack of strong players to teach Go at a higher level.

In the case of the United Arab Emirates, it is too early to talk about successes
or failures because their only well-known exposure to Go was at the World
Expo held in 2021. This example has shown that short beginner-friendly work-
shops or experience events can lower the entrance barrier. It is unclear what
the long-term impact was, however, using established events such as con-
ventions, exhibitions, and multi-sport events can be seen as a great way to in-
crease awareness of Go in public. Hopefully, they will build on the momentum
from the Expo and organize casual meetings regularly that eventually will lead
to establishing an organization.

Saudi Arabia shares quite a similar story to the United Arab Emirates.
However, they have committed one part of a billion-dollar government budget
to promote Go as a way to improve the lives of Saudi citizens. If a steady
increase in the game is effectively combined with the communication of its ben-
efits, Go might become more popular in Saudi Arabia. The obvious obstacles
in spreading Go are the lack of awareness of Go in public, and the lack of
Go teachers and expertise as only one Go workshop was held for a few

participants.

Go Development in the Middle East 139



4. Conclusions & Implications

In conclusion, the five case studies have revealed similarities and differences.
Even though (1) they share similar obstacles such as a lack of awareness of
Go in public, the lack of professionally trained Go teachers, and the lack of
funds to professionally operate a Go organization, (2) each of the five selected
countries in the Middle East have developed their unique distribution strategy,
such as targeting university students, training Go teachers, using the internet
and social media to raise awareness, collaborating with other institutions, and
receiving support from other countries. Naturally, (3) their achievements also
differ from case to case, such as a quantitative increase in the Go population
(Turkey, Iran), expertise (Go professional in Israel, Go teachers in Turkey and
Iran), and official recognition by the government in Saudi Arabia and Iran.
Therefore, instead of relying on a one-size-fits-all solution, it is perhaps better
to admit the differences in the level of development as well as environmental
factors (political, economic, cultural) and find tailored solutions.

Based on the findings, a few implications can be drawn. (1) Exchange be-
tween Go developing countries in the form of teacher workshops, competitions,
and friendship matches might help them learn from each other, share their ex-
pertise, and combine their efforts in spreading Go inside their country and
beyond. (2) It is wishful that support from countries like China, Japan, and
Korea will continue to assist local Go players in overcoming difficulties in
spreading Go, by providing equipment donations and professional assistance that
not only strive to improve the Go level abroad but also equip local Go teachers
with the necessary expertise to teach Go effectively. (3) Cost-effective methods
like developing multi-language online content for beginner learners, as well as
offering online workshops for Go teachers are also expected to benefit Go

development.
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5. Limitations

This study was exploratory and therefore is limited in its ability to explain
all factors that have an impact on Go development in the Middle East. In addi-
tion, at the time of this study, only data (some very limited) from five Middle
Eastern countries were available to the author, and thus general statements about
Go development in the Middle Eastern region are not possible. In-depth fol-
low-up studies using up-to-date data which are sanctioned by authorized in-

stitutions are needed.

References

AINAGOC (2023). 20th Asian Games Aichi-Nagoya 2026: Sports Program/
Competition Venues.
https://www.aichi-nagoya2026.org/en/tournament/competition/

EGF (2013). Contract. https://www.eurogofed.org/egf/CEGO_contract.pdf

EGF (2023). The official database of Go tournaments in Europe.
https://www.europeangodatabase.cu/EGD/

Fragman, A. (2017). Israel. Amir Fragman 4 dan: Personal Message. In K.
Ouweleen (Ed.). 2016 European Go Yearbook (p.118). European Go
Federation.

Hong, H.P. (2010). A4 study on the history and realities of Vietnamese Baduk.
[HIEGEIES] FAL W $iztof] ISt AL Unpublished M.A. Baduk
Studies thesis]. Myongji University.

Hsiang, T. (2013). Mind Sports - Current Status and Prospects. [Paper

Presentation] In Proceedings of the First Weiqi Summit, Hangzhou,

Go Development in the Middle East 141


https://www.aichi-nagoya2026.org/en/tournament/competition/
https://www.eurogofed.org/egf/CEGO_contract.pdf
https://www.europeangodatabase.eu/EGD/

China.

IGF (2012, November 12). Korea Prime Minister Cup: Interview with Shirin
Mohammadi (Iran). https://www.shorturl.at/dfgX1

IGF (2016). Go Population Report. http://www.intergofed.org/2016 _go pop-
ulation_report

IGF (2023). IGF General Members.
https://www.intergofed.org/members/igf-member-countries.html

IMSA (2012). History: International Mind Sports Association.
http://www.imsaworld.com/wp/history/

Israeli Go Association (2023a). Welcome to the Israeli Go Association website.
https://igo.org.il/

Israeli Go Association (2023b). Israeli Go Association. Official Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/IsracliGoAssociation

Israeli Go Association (2023c). The Israeli Go Community. Official Facebook
Group page. https://www.facebook.com/groups/IsraelGoCommunity

Jeong, S.H. (2013). Considerations on the Meaning and Methods of Baduk
Globalization. In: International Symposium on Baduk: Exploring
Directions and Strategies for Baduk Globalization. Samsung Fire &
Marine Insurance.

Kim, C.L. (2016). An analysis of the current state of Go in Malaysia. [&2]|0]
Alo} v}FEA 3=t EA. Unpublished M.A. Baduk Studies thesis].
Myongji University.

Kim, M.W. (2022). Dreaming of a 2nd Middle East Boom. Kim Myungwan,
who saw the possibility of spreading Go in Saudi Arabia [A2 55 =
EHEo AR BEERE S Vs 2 71HL Baduk Monthly 03/2022:
Field Report, pp.115-119.

Laird, Roy (2001). Baduk in America. In: The Ist International Conference on
Baduk, pp.247-259.

142 viseein

An
ol
r


https://www.shorturl.at/dfgX1
http://www.intergofed.org/2016_go_population_report
http://www.intergofed.org/2016_go_population_report
https://www.intergofed.org/members/igf-member-countries.html
http://www.imsaworld.com/wp/history/
https://igo.org.il/
https://www.facebook.com/IsraeliGoAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/IsraelGoCommunity

Linh, K.K.L. (2020). 4 study on the differences in the Baduk Culture between
the North and South of Vietnam. [Unpublished M.A. Baduk Studies the-
sis]. Myongji University.

Neubert, P. (2020). An Anthropological Study on Baduk Culture in Latin
America. [Unpublished M.A. Baduk Studies thesis]. Myongji University.

Olympic Council of Asia (2023). NOC. http://ocasia.org/noc/countries/

O-Sport Association of LR. Iran (2022, September 24). The Central and
Western Asia regional office of the Asian Go Federation will be opened
in Tran. [ o 2l Ol 09 oS (bl Ol g g2 g dilee sl dibie jido
agid ] O-Sport: News. https://www.shorturl.at/lmwFV

N.N. (2014, July 7). Korean Go goes to Iran: Asian Go Federation visits Iran
to spread Baduk [eh=H}5, 4] o]¢g 7iCH OfAJopuhEAtY, vis
B ol o]zt ®#] Tygem: Overseas News.
https://www.shorturl.at/fwMZ2

N.N. (2022, January 31). Go culture sprouts in the Middle East [FFEIZZER
\F. BESY] Mainichi Newspaper: Morning Newspaper Culture Page.
https://mainichi.jp/articles/20220130/ddm/014/070/015000¢

Turkish Go Players’ Association (2023). History of Go in Turkey [Tiirkiye’de
Go’nun Tarihgesi] https://www.tgod.org.tr/tgod/turkiyede-gonun-tarihcesi/

Schaedler, U. (2003). Some games travel, some games don't. In: Proceedings
of the 2nd International Conference on Baduk, pp.9-22.

Tan, Y.C. (2019). A Study on the Current State of Baduk Globalization.
[Unpublished M.A. Baduk Studies thesis]. Myongji University.

World Population Review (2023). Middle Eastern Countries 2023.
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/middle-east-countries

Zipper, E. (2019, August 23-26). Go in Israel. [Paper presentation] Chinese
Weiqi Congress: World Weiqi Leader's Summit Meeting. Rizhao,
China.

Go Development in the Middle East 143


https://www.shorturl.at/lmwFV
https://www.shorturl.at/fwMZ2
https://mainichi.jp/articles/20220130/ddm/014/070/015000c
https://www.tgod.org.tr/tgod/turkiyede-gonun-tarihcesi/
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/middle-east-countries




Y4 ZHE wS9 il

(o] L]
- 1949 FBRIGIZSLE AT 3 -
The History of Chinese-Korean Baduk in Jilin Province
- After the Foundation of the People’s Republic of
China in 1949 -

o)’d - Zxgt
Li Chengyu & Kim Jinhwan
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Abstract: This study explored the development process of Jilin Chinese-Korean
Baduk by collecting data on Jilin Chinese-Korean Baduk scattered sporadically
around publications such as Jilin Newspaper and Yanbian TV Radio
Broadcasting Station to systematically establish the history of Jilin
Chinese-Korean Baduk. Through this, the history of Chinese-Korean Baduk in
Jilin Province was divided into four stages, and the characteristics and sig-
nificance of each stage are summarized as follows.

First, with the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949, a
clear definition and district division of the Chinese-Korean people was created,
and the Chinese-Korean people of this period learned from the sight of the
Japanese playing Baduk before liberation. From this time on, it showed the be-
ginning of Jilin Province Chinese-Korean Baduk.

Second, in 1978 Chinese-Korean Baduk started and the peak was the 1984
China-Japan Super Competition. Due to the influence of China-Japan Super

Competition, there was also a Baduk class in Jilin Province that taught Baduk

|
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to Chinese-Korean for the first time. Baduk competition was also held for
Chinese-Korean.

Third, the leap period began after the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Korea and China in 1992. Many Koreans came to china and among
them, there was a Baduk director who taught Baduk, and the language of the
Chinese-Korean was similar to that of Korea, so they naturally trained a lot
of Chinese-Korean Baduk players. In addition, several Baduk exchanges were
conducted by connecting the Korean Baduk community and the Jilin
Chinese-Korean Baduk Association. In addition, the Korean director, who teach-
es Baduk, has a history of sending international students to Korea's Yoo
Chang-hyuk and Yang Jae-ho's Baduk Dojo. During this period, the Yanbian
Chinese-Korean Autonomous Baduk Association were founded and the
Chinese-Korean School in Jilin Province officially promoted Chinese-Korean
Baduk. The first official Chinese-Korean Baduk competition hosted by the
Yanbian Korean Baduk Autonomous named ‘Yanbian Chinese-Korean Baduk
championship’was held from 1988 to 1995, and the school selected Baduk as
a regular subject for first and second graders after school.

Fourth, the decline lasted from 2010 to the present. From 2010 to 2020, about
10% of Chinese-Korean living in Jilin Province are living in other cities or for-
eign countries in China, especially Korea, and the trend is gradually expanding.
The decline in the Chinese-Korean population is the biggest reason for the de-
velopment of Chinese-Korean Baduk. In addition, the Communist Party's
“minority national united front” policy also weakens the characteristics of

Chinese-Korean.

Keywords: Chinese-Korean Baduk, Periodization, Chinese-Korean Baduk
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Regulations for Submission
Journal of Go Studies

. All submissions to the Journal of Go Studies should be limited to members

of the International Society of Go Studies; Non-members are allowed to par-

ticipate as joint authors.

. Authors must not submit their manuscripts that have already been published

in a domestic/foreign journal without disclosing the fact. Also, the same

manuscript shall not be submitted to more than one journal at the same time.

3. The manuscripts that violate the submission rules will not be accepted.

10.
11

12

. Author(s) may submit manuscripts at any time of the year. However, the

manuscripts to be published in the upcoming volume should be submitted

no later than two months before the due date of publication.

. The manuscript shall be reviewed according to the peer review process and

the regulations of this society.

. Whether or not to accept a manuscript is subject to the decision of the edito-

rial committee of the journal, and partial revisions of the manuscript may

be requested.

. Author(s) shall submit the manuscripts together with the submission applica-

tion form via the official e-mail of the Secretary General.

. All author(s) should also include the title, the author’s name, and the details

of their affiliation, and e-mail address on the first page of the manuscript.

. The manuscripts should be written in the following order: abstract, key-

words, body text, and references.

The abstract should be approximately 500 words.

Author(s) should conform to the guidelines in appendixes 1 and 2 in submit-
ting manuscripts.

The length of the manuscript should not exceed A4 20 pages.



Appendix 1. General Guideline

1. File Format
In principle, the manuscript shall be written in MS Word (.doc or .docx).

2. Specifications for Manuscripts
All manuscripts should be formatted for publication according to the style
notes below;
* The title of the article: Times New Roman 18 bold, not indented, centered
* Author’s name: Times New Roman 14, line space above
* Author’s workplace or affiliation, nation: Times New Roman 12, italicized

3. Authors’ Names & Corresponding Author
If there are more than one author, their names should be listed sequentially,
beginning with the author who has made the greatest contribution to the ar-
ticle followed by the other writers in descending order, the Primary author
(1st author), Co-author, 2nd author, 3rd author, etc. If equal contributions to
the article were made, names of co-authors should be provided in alphabetical
order. Every article should have a corresponding author. Therefore, in the
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